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Working Wonders in Children’s Lives

Speaking The Language of Play

- Alicia Christopher, MS, CCC-SLP Brandon Averette and Antoni Tharp incorporate play into their speech
therapy session with Alicia Christopher, MS, CCC-SLP.
Play is an essential ingredient in a child's intellectual, social and emotional e e .

development. The way a child plays is often a good predictor of his or her
success in academics and social skills.

In terms of socialization, children who play together must practice
attention, turn-taking and compromise, along with a myriad of
problem-solving techniques. Children must be able to convey their
ideas to their play partner and often develop ways to resolve conflict.

These abilities require a more extensive vocabulary that cannot be
taught using only pictures or direct word imitation. Because play is so
dynamic, the opportunity to incorporate a large amount of new words
and ideas is continuous.

According to Columbia University psychology professor Lois Bloom,
Ph.D,, children must be able to experience the wotld before they will be
able to use it effectively.

“Young children learn words rapidly when adults explicitly link spoken
word with concrete referents,” Bloom said.

In terms of language and vocabulary building,
children have a better chance of retaining the
language learned when it is reinforced by a
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Beau’s life changed forever one day when he was kicked in the
head by a horse. Lifeflighted to the hospital, his parents didn’t
know if he would live. To say his recovery is remarkable is an
understatement.

After he was discharged from the hospital and inpatient rehab
center, he began receiving intensive physical, occupational and
speech therapy at TherapyWorks. Since then, Beau’s dad, Zach,
said he has specifically seen improvements in his fine motor
skills in his left hand and his balance is much improved.

“His overall ability to run and play and be a little boy like
before his accident (has improved),” Zach said.

Zach gives credit to Beau’s therapists and the homework
assignments they give him for the strides he has made.

“They come to work everyday with an attitude they are going
to help Beau. I’m very proud of him,” Zach said. “Therapy
works at TherapyWorks!”

Beau is 3 years old and receives occupational, physical and speech
\ therapy at TherapyWorks.
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